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Transportation Accessibility:
The Design and Construction of Sidewalks, 
Curb Ramps, Detectable Warnings, Crossings, 
and Other Pedestrian Facilities within Public 
Rights of Way

Dean Perkins, Architect, ADA Coordinator

ADA * for Roads & Bridges
Incorporating PROWAG**
* Americans with Disabilities Act 
** Public Rights of Way Accessibility Guidelines

Introduction

·Brief overview of ADA

·How ADA impacts FDOT projects

·Features of Accessibility 

·New Concepts

·Random Images
ƁSome Good, Some Not So Good

·New òIssuesó
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Background of the ADA

·ADA - Civil Rights Law
Ɓ1964 - 1990 Federal Laws
¶1964 Civil Rights Act (Title VI)

¶1968 Architectural Barriers Act (federal buildings)

¶1973 Rehabilitation Act (s. 504 - federal programs )

Background of the ADA

·1990 Americans with Disabilities Act
ƁJuly 26, 1990 - signed
ƁJuly 26, 1991 ðADA Standards.
ƁJanuary 26, 1992 ðeffective date
ƁJuly 26, 2004 ðnew ADA guidelines (ADA/ABA)
ƁNov 23, 2005 ðnew PROW guidelines (PROWAG)
ƁNov 26, 2006 ðFHWA adopts ADA Standards 

for Transportation Facilities (ADASTF)
ƁJuly 23, 2011 ðAccess Board issues NPRM for 

PROWAG (public comments)
¶Comment period closed 2/2/2012
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The Future of Accessibility 
within Public Rights of Way(?)

USDOT / FHWA recommends using PROWAG
criteria where ADASTF do not address an issue.
Å Frederick D. Isler, Associate Administrator for Civil Rights ðJanuary 23, 2006

RECOMMENDATION:

Start learning PROWAG!

www.access- board.gov/prowac/nprm.htm

Transportationééé.
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ADA and Sidewalks

·ADA is a federal civil rights law
ƁEnacted July 1990  ðEffective January 1992

ƁTitle II ðPublic Services (of 5 Titles)
¶Title IIa ðState and Local Governments (services and facilities)

¶Title IIb ðPublic Transportation (services and vehicles)

ƁADA:  ôPublic servicesõ must be accessible

ƁADA:  Public sidewalks along roadways ARE public 
services

ƁPublic sidewalks include pedestrian access routes

ƁCurb ramps are part of pedestrian access route

ƁFeatures along sidewalks must be accessible

Roadside Accessibility

·Accessible Route Requirements
(PROWAG ðPedestrian Access Route) 

ƁClear Widths

ƁRunning Slopes & Cross Slopes

ƁSurfaces 

ƁChanges in Level, Gaps & Grates

ƁProtruding Objects
¶Signs & Equipment

¶Landscape Materials
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Accessible Route (AR) &
Pedestrian Access Route (PAR)
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32ó Min.

·AR = 36ó continuous unobstructed path 
ƁPAR = 48ó (FDOT Stds. & PROWAG)

·AR = 32ó min. at a ôpointõ (24ó max.)

ƁPAR = 48ó (FDOT Stds. & PROWAG)

·60ó x 60ó passing space @ 200õ
·Slopes:
ƁÒ1:20 (Ò5%) is not a ramp 
Ɓ>1:20 (>5%) is a ramp
Ɓ1:12 (8.3%) max. allowed *

·Cross-slope
Ɓ1:48 (2%) max. allowed *
Ɓ1:75 (1.5%) preferred 

48ó Min.

48ó Min.

* Exceptions in PROWAG

Surfaces

·Firm, stable, slip -resistant
ƁDry or wet!

·Changes in level
ƁÒ İó ðVertical

Ɓ> İó Ò įó ð1:2 slope

Ɓ> įó ð1:12 slope (ramp)

·Gratings 
Ɓįó max. gap (!!!)

įó max.

İó max.

įó max.
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Protruding Objects

·27ó - 80ó range above grade

·Post-mounted (Ò12ó offset, Ò4ó in PROWAG)

·Wall mounted (Ò4ó offset)

·Overhanging (Ó27óÒ80ó above walking surface)

Pedestrian Access Route (PAR)

R302.3 Continuous Width
·The minimum continuous and unobstructed clear 

width of a pedestrian access route shall be 4 ft. 
exclusive of the width of the curb

4õ

Measure 
from back 
of curb!
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The Sidewalk ôZoneõ System

·Curb Zone

·Furniture Zone

·Pedestrian Zone  (PAR)

·Frontage Zone

Furniture
Zone

Pedestrian
Zone (PAR)

Zone System: Residential
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Street
Parking

Furniture
Zone

Pedestrian 
Zone (PAR)

Zone System: Commercial

Furniture Zone

Randomly arranged street 
furniture clutters  the 
sidewalk and creates an 
ôobstacle courseõ

Carefully arranged 
street furniture 

leaves the sidewalk 
clear
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A Cross Slope Solution

2%

Change of Material 
and/or Texture

2%

Anotheré

Steps
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A difference between AR & PAR!
For sidewalks within the public right of way . . .

Sidewalk grade ðADASTF vs. PROWAG  
ÅADASTF:  Provide accessible route (AR)
ÅPROWAG:  Match roadway grade (PAR)

ADASTF PROWAG

Ramps ðòsupported slopesó
i.e., Bridges

5õ min. 30õ - 40õ max. 5õ min.
Landing LandingDepending on slope  (see below) òLeveló means: 

2% or less slope

30ó max.


